RHS Yorkshire in Bloom – Frequently Asked Questions
What is Yorkshire in Bloom?
Yorkshire in Bloom is a voluntary regional organisation that administers the Royal Horticultural Society (RHS) Britain in Bloom Campaign in North, South, East and West Yorkshire.
RHS Britain in Bloom is the largest horticultural campaign in Europe and each year it grows in size and importance and involves more people, groups and organisations creating lasting improvements to local environments.
Which categories are there?
Villages, towns and cities with subcategories based on the population size.  Special categories include public, private and charitable establishments, parks, cemeteries, railway stations and transport hubs, public gardens, businesses (large and small), visitor attractions, caravan and camping sites, schools and further education establishments and lots more. 
The It’s Your Neighbourhood campaign is open to all volunteer groups in the region and is non-competitive, free to enter and aimed at smaller, community groups greening their local area.
Who can enter?
Yorkshire in Bloom is an inclusive campaign and any group, no matter how small or large, can enter – some are volunteer run whilst others work in partnership with their local or district council. All of them see the benefits that horticulture and community support bring to everyone.
Why enter?
To encourage the Shipley community to make a positive and lasting improvement to our local environment for the benefit of all local people and visitors.  It’s not just about planting flowers and hanging baskets. It encourages and develops community spirit and civic pride whilst promoting responsibility for planting, cleanliness and maintenance. This in turn can boost the local economy through increased tourism, stimulates voluntary work and cooperation between community groups, and is a means to address issues such as sustainability, recycling, minimising waste, energy conservation and food poverty.
When does judging take place?
In summer (usually end of June into July).

When are the results published?
In September, following an annual awards ceremony at which the awards are announced. 
How much does it cost to enter?
That depends on the category entered.  Shipley is a large town, the fee for which is £105 and has 3 hours of judging.
How does judging work?
Local judges are invited to visit the town and are shown examples of planting, maintenance and projects and meet those involved. A portfolio is submitted ahead of the visit. The competition is assessed over an allotted number of hours by judges on criteria developed by the RHS in consultation with the Regions. Marks are awarded across three categories; horticulture, environment and community and are related to standards of Gold, Silver Gilt, Silver and Bronze.
Five of the best Yorkshire winners are invited to represent Yorkshire in the RHS national finals in of 'Britain in Bloom' the following year.
What sort of feedback can you expect?
All entries receive written feedback from the judges outlining what went well plus tips, hints and assistance on how to improve the entry and keep it flourishing.
What has Shipley achieved previously?
Level 5 “Outstanding” - It’s Your Neighborhood Summer 2024
Silver – Summer Town Competition Summer 2023
Sid received a Community Champion award
Silver – Summer Town Competition Summer 2022
Who can be a judge?
Anyone – contact admin@yorkshireinbloom.co.uk for more information about training and the commitment
